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of bourgeois civilisation. The German Press began a
campaign of vilification which far exceeded the anti-
British propaganda of the Great War. For years these
anti-Marxist arguments were used and the lie was spread
that Czechoslovakia had erected aerodromes in the east
of the Republic  for  Soviet planes.  At the request
of the Foreign Minister, a group of foreign journalists
and myself travelled to Uzhorod and Mukacevo in order
that we might see for ourselves that the statement was false.
Although the foreign journalists published a denial of the
existence of these aerodromes the lie was still circulated.
Then began the campaign of ' incidents * provoked by
the Gestapo as an excuse for Hitler's invasion of Czecho-
slovakia;  and immediately after  the invasion  Hitler
had Communists, Social Democrats and other liberal-
minded citizens arrested. Even the President of the Senate,
Dr Frantisek Soukup, was arrested as he was returning
from the funeral of one of his colleagues, in spite of the
fact that some months previously, at Hitler's request, the
Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior had conducted a
severe campaign against the Communists. Concessions
had been made to him by dissolving the Masonic Lodges
and all liberal institutions. In the months immediately
preceding the invasion, it seemed as if the second Republic
was quickly becoming authoritarian. This was revealed
by the tone of the Government Press and the measures
of the Beran ministry. Although the Democratic Czechs
resented this development they believed that they would
have to make heavy sacrifices of this kind to preserve
peace with Germany.